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Sendai Christion Albonce Disaster Relief Network
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The Relief Activities of the Touhoku HELP for the survivors of the Triple Disaster
From Mar. 2011 to Apr. 2014

Apr. 18th 2015
Gen. Sec. of Touhoku HELP
Rev. Dr. Naoya KAWAKAMI

Until 1989, there has been “Sendai Christian Alliance” which is an alliance of churches of Protestant,
Catholic and Orthodox around Sendai city where is the capital of northeast Japan including Fukushima.
Mar. 18th 2011, Sendai Christian Alliance established “Disaster Relief Network 7Touhoku HELP” just one
week after the day of the triple disaster, Earthquake, Tsunami and Nuclear Power Plant accidents. Touhoku
HELP has been cohered with the affected area with the local churches and directly linked to the world with
the ecumenical network. With this local and global relationship Touhoku HELP has supported to rebuild the
local churches affected by the triple disaster, to establish the network between local churches and various
supporters for the survivors and to develop the support activities in various regions. The campaign fund of

these activities has been from domestic churches and international relief agencies. Generally speaking, the

budget for the personnel and to rebuild the affected churches have been from more than 500 domestic
churches, faith based organizations and Christians, and for the support activities for the affected people has
been from DKH (the Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe) until 2013 and from UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) until 2016.

1. Until 2014 Touhoku HELP has supported to rebuild the churches affected by the triple disaster
as below;

a. To consult and support for the current expenses of the 80 churches affected by the triple disaster.
b. To consult and support for the 200 church members who had lost their houses or families by Tsunami.
c. To support to rebuild the 12 churches which had been damaged seriously.

d. To support for the pastoral care of the 40 churches which are affected by the radiation issues.

2. To support for the local churches Touhoku HELP has established the good relationships with
churches, Buddhist temples, faith based organizations and the self-governing bodies of evacuees
and connected the churches of the world with the affected area directly.



3. To use of the network with the local and the global, Touhoku HELP has supported over 500,000
people affected by the triple disaster to succeed to the relief activities as below with the other
organizations.

a. To support for the evacuation center and temporary houses.

b. To support for the foreign women affected by the triple disaster.

c. To establish and manage the Food Radiation Measurement Center.

d. To support for the mothers who want the short time recuperation because of the radiation.

e. To broadcast the radio program looking for the hope for the future with Buddhist.

f. To have the funeral liturgy once a month for the unidentifiable bodies with the other religious leaders.

g. To establish and manage the telephone spiritual counseling with the other religious leaders.

4 . With the information and experiences found by these relief activities, Touhoku HELP supported
for the World Council of Churches to adapt “The Statement toward the Nuclear Free World.”

5. Now Touhoku HELP is restructuring herself to adapt the recent situation as “the fading
memories of the triple disaster.” With this restructuring Touhoku HELP is trying to look for the way to
continue to care for the phycho-social damage of the Tsunami survivors and the way of the
radiation disaster reduction of the people threaten by the nuclear power plant accidents. For
example;

a. For the people who are to move from the temporary houses Touhoku HELP sends the chaplain for
them against the isolation.

b. To have lecture meeting, concert and the opportunities of counseling Touhoku HELP prevents the
survivors from the despair.

c. To maintain the Food Radiation Measurement Center and to continue the counseling with the
mothers who want to have the recuperation, Touhoku HELP tries to reduce the radiation disaster.

d. To support for the activities of self-governing of those who has been forced to evacuate, Touhoku
HELP supports to rebuild the communities of them.

e. To gather the information about the recent situation, Touhoku HELP reports the reality of this
Triple disaster to the world.




