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Prayer and ritual as a pathway to the transcendence:

a testimony from disaster relief after 3/11.

Rev. Dr. Naoya Kawakami

The persons who pray and conduct rituals may expose their
powerlessness at the crisis as the bedside or the disaster. With
their powerlessness, however, they keep staying bedside
suffering people. It seems to be by their presence and
particularly through their prayers and rituals that suffering
people are able to find great comfort and encouragement. In
other words, such prayers and rituals, or even the being of
priests themselves, seem to be a gateway to something
transcendent (“Das transzendiert”) for them from the misery
and ambiguity of this world. Those who pray themselves are
also helpless, but they can be somebody. Prayer and ritual can

show this miracle.

64



